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PREAMBLE. 



When we consider the misrepresentg^tions 
of the Catholic religion, which are so indus- 
triously and widely propagated in this country, 
we are filled with astonishment. But our aa- 
tpnishment subsides, when we c^U to mind, 
that the character of Christ himself was misre- 
presented : — he was charged with blasphemy, 
with breaking the sabbath, and wjth forbiddmg 
tribute to be paid to Caesar* :— that the apostles 
and disciples of Christ were misrepresented,-^— 
they were charged with speaking blaspheiqoqs 
words against Moses and against God, >iv]th 
exciting sedition, and with many otjier grie- 
vous offences entirely devoid of proof f, 
and that misrepresentation was the gene- 
ral lot of Christians, in the first ages of 
the chqrch. The primitive Christi^ins w^re 

* Matt., xxvi. 65. Mark, iii. 22. John, ix. IG-^Luke, 
xxiii. 2. 

f Acts, vi. 11. — ^xxiv. 5.— xxY. 7. 
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first calumniated and held up to public con- 
tempt^ and then persecuted and deprived, not 
only of their civil rights and privileges, but of 
their property, and even of their very lives. They 
were charged with idolatry, with horrid cruel- 
ties, and other flagitious crimes^ even in their 
religious worship. In a word, their whole re- 
ligion was described as a system of folly and 
superstition, grounded on no one rational prin- 
ciple. 

St. Justin and Tertullian, in their apologies 
for the Christian religion, endeavoured to dispel 
these misrepresentations, by exhibiting the real 
doctrines and precepts, and explaining some of 
the sacred rites, of the Christian religion. 
They showed that these injurious misrepre-^ 
sentations were, in many Instances, the 
inventions of men, who, unable to with- 
stand the evidences of the divine establish- 
ment of Christianity, endeavoured to excite 
prejudices against it in the minds of the people, 
by holding out its doctrines as absurd and im- 
pious, and its professors as the causes of every 
p ublic calamity. 

St. Augustin complained of -the calumnies 

which were circulated against the Catholic 

-. church, by the Manicheans and Donatists in 

his age. He humbly confessed and lamented, 

that he himself hademploy^id the same weapons 
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against the church, when he was attached to 
tlie former of these sects,* and acknowledged 
that he then blindly, and rashly, and falsely 
accused the Catholic church of doctrines and 
opinions, which he was at length convinced she 
never taught, believed, or held. 
■ The Catholics of Great Britain have to lament 
and to complain that tlie doctrines and religious 
rites which, asCatholics, they are taught bytheir 
church to believe and observe, have been long 
grossly misconceived and misrepresented in 
this country, to the great injury of their reli- 
gious character and temporal interests. 

They are persuaded that many, who are 
opposed to them on account of their religion, 
suppose, without inquiry, that the Catholic 
church really teaches all that she is reported 
by her adversaries to teach ; and imagine that 
she is responsible for every absurd opinion 
entertaitied, and for every act of superstition 
performed, by every individual who bears the 
name of Catholic. 

We hope that all who are animated with a 
love of truth, and with sentiments of Christian 
charity, will be disposed willingly to listen to 
the sincere declarations of their Catholic fellow- 

* Gaudens erubui ; non me tot annos adversus Catholicam 
fldctii, acd cnnira cnmalmm cogilatiomim figmenta latrnssc. 



pountrymen^ and wUl never impute to their 
religioD) principleS'Or practices which, as CathcH 
lies,> they do not bold or obseiTe, and vrhicb 
their church condemns as errors op abuses. 

I» this hope and persuasion, the Briti^ 
Catholics have made repeated declarations of 
their religious doctrines, and have sheWAT*-— « 
they trust to the satisfaction of all who have 
piaid attention to them— that they hold no 
reli^ous principles, and entertain no opinions 
flowing* from those principles^ that are not per* 
fectly consistent with the sacred duties which^ 
as Christians, they owe to Almighty God ; 
with all the civil duties which, as subjects, tbey 
owe totheir sovereign and the constituted civil 
gorernment of their country ; and with all the 
social duties^ whicb, as citizens^ they owe to 
Uieir fellow subjects^ whatever may be their 
•religious creed. 

They had flattered themselves, that tbe nu- 
merous and uniform expositions of their re- 
ligious doctrines^ given in public professions 
of the Catholic faith, in Catholic catechisms, in 
various authentic documents, and in declara-( 
tions confirmed by their solenuv oaths^ would 
have abundantly sufficed to correct all misre^ 
presentations of their real tenets. 

But they have to regret, that some grievous 
BdisGonoeplions, r^arding certain points 0£ 



Catholic doctrine, are unhappily still found ta 
exist ill the minds of many, whose good opinion' 
they value, and whose good-will they wiah to 
conciliate. To their grief they hear, that, not- 
withstanding all theii' declarations to the con- 
trary, they are still exhibited to the publican 
[»en, holdiug' the most erroneous, unscriptural, 
aud unreasonable doctrines — grounding their 
faith on human authority, and not on the word 
of God — as enemies to the circulation and to 
the reading of the Holy Scriptures' — as guilty of 
idolatry in the sacrifice of the mass, in the ado- 
ration, as it is called, of the Virgin Mary, and 
iu the worship of the saints, and of the images 
of Christ and of the saints ; and as guilty of 
superstition in invoking the saints, and in pray- 
ing for the souls in purgatory ; — as usurping a 
divine power of forgiving sin^, and iinposiug the 
yoke of confession on the people — as giving 
leave to commit sin by indulgences — as despis- 
ing the obligation of an oath — as dividing their 
allegiance between their king and the pope— as 
claiming the property of the church establish- 
ment — as holding the uncharitable doctrine of 
exclusive salvation, and as maintaining that 
faith is not to be kept with heretics. 

We are at a loss to conceive, why the holding 
of certain religious doctrines, which have no 
connexion with civil or social duties, whether 



those doctrines are taken in the sense in ^hich 
ttey are misconstrued by others^ or in the sense 
in^ which, they are uniformly understood' by 
Cbtholics^ should be made a subject of cri- 
mination against British Catholics^ by those 
who assurne to themselves liberty of thinking 
¥^hat they please, in matters of religious be- 
fi^f. It is difficult to understand^ why doctrines 
purely religious, in no wise affecting the duties 
which Catholics owe to their sovereign or 
to civil society, should be brought forward at 
all, when the question relates only to the civil 
rights and privileges, which they claim as 
British subjects. It is much to be wished that 
those who declaim against what they call the 
errors and superstitious of popery, would first 
learn from Catholics themselves, by inquiry, 
what their real doctrines are, on the points 
above alluded to, and in what sense Catholics 
understand the terms by which their doctrines 
are expressed. They would perhaps find that 
they have been hitherto contending, not against 
the Catholic faith, but against the fictions of 
their own imaginations^ or against their own 
misconstructions of the language of the Catho- 
lic Church. 

Though we might refer to former exposi- 
tions of the faith of Catholics, which we deem 
amply sufficient to correct the misconceptions, 



and to refute the misrepresentations of our doc- 
trines ; yet, it having been stated to us, that by 
publishing^ at the present time^ a plain and cor-* 
rect declaration of our real tenets^ on those 
points which are still so much misrepresented^ 
or misconceived^ a better understanding miiy 
be established among his Meyesty's .^MbjiQct$# 
and the advancement of religion and charity 
may be effected ; hence, we^ the undersigned 
Catholic Bishops^ the Vicars Apostolic and their 
Coadjutors in Great Britain^ have thought it our 
duty to publish the following declaration> in 
the hopei, that it will bis received by all who 
read it, with the same love of truths and the 
same good-will^ with which it is given. 
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SECTION I. 

4 

On the Henend Character of the Doctrines of 
' ■ Tdith profsssedln/ the CathoUc CSiurdh. 



in * 
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The docftrines of the Catholic Cfhrireb ate 
often characterized as erroneous, unscripturat, 
and unreasonable. 

All those doctrines, and only those ^ctrines;, 
are articles of Cathdlic faith, which are revealed 
by Almighty God. ' 

Whatsoever is revealed by God/ Who knows 
all things as they are in themselves, and who 
cannot deceive us, by teaching falsehood for 
truth, is most true and certain ; though it may 
entirely surpass the comprehension of created 
minds. 

On the authority of divine revelation, the 
Catholic believes, as doctrines of faith, that in 
one God there are three distinct persons^ the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost ; that 
Jesus Christi who died on the cross for the 
salvation of all mankind^ is the second person 
of the Blessed Trinity, true God and true Man ; 
that there is no remission of sin, nor salvation 
but through him ; that the sacraments of bftp- 



tism and penance are divinely-appointed means 
for the remission of sin ; that in the mass, a. 
true, properjandpropitiatoVy sacrifice is offered 
to God for the living and the dead ; tliat the 
souls detained in purgatory are helped by the 
suffrages of the faithful ; that the saints reign- 
ing together vvith Christj are to be honoured and 
invocaied ; that at the last day our bodies will 
be raised from death, and that Christ will come 
to judge all men according to their works; that 
eternal happiness will be the reward of the good, 
and eternal misery the punishment of the wicked. 

If these, and other doctrines of Catholic 
faith, are really revealed by Almighty God, they 
are not erroneous, but most true and certain — 
they are not unscriptural, but agreeable to the 
true sense of the written word of God — the 
belief of them is not unreasonable, because it 
is reasonable to believe whatever is true, and 
taught by the God of truth. 

TJie Catholic is fully persuaded that all the 
articles of his faith are really revealed by 
Almighty God. 

Is he not at liberty to think so, as well as 
others are to think the contrary ; and in this 
empire especially, where liberty of thought 
is so loudly proclaimed and lauded? Is it 
reasonable or charitable to condemn him for 
thinking so, when he may have good and solid 
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Catboucs mre often dnrjed witfc gimmdiog' 
their haHham mtrt 



Catboiks deny this, bce a nae thej are eon- 
iffoctsA, thai their Ibhh B groanded ontheirord 
t4 CM, yrapceed to them br the aothority of 
that mioistrr, which Christ ertabltsfaed^ «nd 
appointed to teadi his rerealed doctrines to all 
natioDs. 

The Catholic bdieres all those doctrines^ 
trbidi God has rerealed. 

The que^oo^ what are those dodfines, which 
Cidd has rerealed^ is a question of fact. It 
appears reasonable that the existenoa of a fait 
shonld be ascertained by the eridence of feMt- 
fMfttf. 

The body of the doctrines, precepts^ and 
institutions, which were delivered by Christ to 
bis apostles^ constitutes the new or the Chris* 



tjan law ; as the body of the doctrines, precepts, 
and institutions, which were delivered by the 
Almighty to Moses, constituted the old law. 

The true and certain knowledge of what is 
commanded by any law, is generally com- 
municated and obtained by the authoritative 
promulgation of the law. 

By the ordinance of God, the doctrines and 
precepts of the old laVv were made known to 
the Israelites and Jewish people, by Moses, and 
the priests in succession, till the enil of the law. 

By the ordinance of God, the doctrines and 
precepts of the new law were to be made 
known to all nations, in all ages, by the apostles 
and their successors^ to the consummation of 
the world. 

On the spiritual authority of the apostles and 
their successors, \* ho weredivioely commissioned 
to promulgate and teach the law of Christ to all 
nations ; and on the uniform and universal tes- 
timony, belief, and practice of all Christian 
Churches from the begiiming, the certitude of 
the Catholic is grounded, that all the doctrines 
which he believes, as articles of Catholic Faith, 
and all the sacred precepts and rites, which he 
observes, as the ordinances of Christ, were really 
revealed and instituted by Almighty God ; and 
are the same, as were originally delivered by 
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Christ to his apostles^and by them promulgated 
over all nations. 

The Catholic is fully satisfied^ that thi$i method 
which he follows^ for ascertaining what are tiai 
ifevealed doctrines of divine faith^ is the^right 
role^ and that it leads him to the unity (rftruik 

Is he not at liberty to follow a rule which 
gives^inich satisfaction and security to his miUd ? 

Is it fair for others who^ by following a dif**- 
ferent rule^ are ied into a countless variety ^of 
contradictory doctrines on matters of Christian 
belief, to disturb the tranquillity of UiaGathoIic 
on this head^ or to condemn him^ for his sub? 
mission to the authority of a ministry;, whidk 
he is convinced was established by Chiiist for 
the purpose of bringing all nations to the cer* 
tain knowledge of his law^ and to the unity of 
faith ? Is not this rule perfectly natural and 
rrasonable ? Can any human legislator coa<- 
demn the principle and rule of the Catholic in 
this regard ? 



i^^ 



SECTION III. 

On the Holy Scriptures. . , 

In England the Catholic church is held out 
ns an enemy to the reading and circulating nf 
the Holy Scriptures. - ' * 

' Whereas the Catholic church V(^eratdithe 



Holy Scriptures as the written part of the 
word of God ; she has in all ages been the faith- 
ful guardian of this sacred deposit ; she has ever 
laboured to preserve the integrity of these in- 
spired writings, and the true sense, in which 
they have been universally understood, at all 
times from the Apostolic age. 

The Catholic Church has never forbidden or 
discouraged the reading or the circulation of 
authentic copies of the sacred Scriptures, in 
the original languages. She binds her Clergy 
to the daily recital of a canonical office, which 
comprizes a large portion of the sacred vo- 
lume, and to read and expound to the faithful, 
ill the vernacular toHguCj on Sundays, the 
epistle or gospel of the day, or some other por- 
tion of the divine law. 

As to translations of the Holy Scriptures into 
modern languages, the Catholic Church re- 
quires that none should be put into the hands 
of the faithful But such as are acknowledged by 
ecclesiastical authority to be accurate, and con- 
formable to the sense of the originals. There 
never was a general law of the Catholic Church 
prohibiting the reading of authorized transla- 
tions of the Scriptures ; but, considerit^ that 
many, by their ignorance and evil dispositions, 
have perverted the meaning of the sacred text 
to their own destruction, the Catholic Church 
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SECTION 1. 

0?r' the ^General Character cf tke Doctrines of 
^; '' With professedly the Cat^Mc Churdh. ^ 

ilir^ ^''V .■ ' I. • ; , ..■■*:. 

'***rflE dodlrines of the Catholic Chrireh at^ 
bften characterized as erroneous, unscripturat, 
and unreasonable. 

All those doctrines, and Only those ^dctriue^, 
are articles of Cathdlic faltli/ which are revealed 
Iby Almighty God. ' - - ^ 

Whatsoever is revealed by God/ \^ho knows 
all things as they are in themselves, and who 
cannot deceive us, by teaching falsehood for 
truth, is most triie^ and certain ; though it may 
entirely surpass' %he coin prehension of created 
minds. 

On the authority of divine revelation^ the 
Catholic believes, as doctrines of faith, that in 
one God there are three distinct persons^ the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost j that 
Jesus Christi who died on the cross for the 
salvation of all mankind, is the second person 
of the Blessed Trinity, true Gt>d and true Man ; 
that there is no remission of sin, nor salvation 
but through him ; that the sacraments of bap- 



tism and penance are divinely -appointed means 
for the remission of sin ; tliat in the masa, a 
true, proper, and propitiatory sacrifice is offered 
to God for the living and the dead ; that the 
souls detained in purgatory are helped by the 
suffrages of the faithful ; that the saints reign- 
ing together with Christ, are to be honoured and 
iuvocated ; that at the last day our bodies will 
be raised from death, and that Christ will come 
to judge all men according to their works; that 
eternal happiness will be the reward of the good, 
and eternal misery the punishment of the wicked. 

If these, and other doctrines of Catholic 
faith, are really revealed by Almighty God, they 
are not erroneous, but most true and certain — 
they are not unscriptural, but agreeable to the 
true sense of the written word of God — the 
belief of them is not unreasonable, because it 
is reasonable to believe whatever is true, and 
taught by the God of truth. 

TJie Catholic is fully persuaded that all the 
articles of his faith are really revealed by 
Almighty God. 

Is he not at liberty to think so, as well as 
others are to think the contrary ; and in this 
empire especially, where liberty of thought 
is so loudly proclaimed and lauded ? Is it 
reasonable oi charitable lo condemn him for 
thinking so, when he may have good and solid 
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grounds forhisconviction, and may feel tliat bis 
eternal salvation depends on his firm belief of 
all the doctrines which Christ has taught ? 
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-SECTION II. 

P^ tb^i grounds of the certitude which a Catholic 
has^ that all the Doctrines which he believes j, (is 
articles of Catholic Faith, are reaUy revealed 
hy Almighty God. 

Catholics are often charged with grouriding 
their faith on mere human authority, and not on 
the u)6rd of God. 

Catholics deny this^ becaiilse they "are Cdti- 
vinced, that their faith is grounded oh the word 
of God, proposed to them by the authority of 
that ministry, which Christ established, aiid 
'appointed to teach his revealed doctrines to all 
nations. . ^ 

The Catholic believes all those doctrines, 
which God has revealed. ' 

The question, what are those doctrines, whidi 
God has revealed, is a question of fact. It 
appears reasonable that the existence b^ k fait 
should be ascertained by the evidence of teiU- 
mony. » i 

The body of thfe doctrines^ precepts, and 
institutions, .which were delivered by Christ to 
his apostles, constitutes the new or the Chris* 
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ttan law ; as the body of the doctrines, precepts^ 
aiid institutions, wliich were delivered by the 
Almighty to Moses, constituted the old law. 

The true and certain knowledge of what is 
commanded by any law, is generally com- 
municated and obtained by the authoritative 
promulgation of the law. 

By the ordinance of God, the doctrines and 
precepts of the old law were made known to 
the Israelites and Jewish people, by Moses, and 
the priests in succession, tilt tlie end of the law. 

By the ordinance of God, tlie doctrines and 
precepts of the new law were to be made 
known to all nations, in all ages, by the apostles 
and their successors^ to ,the consummation of 
the world. 

On the spiritual authority of the apostles and 
theirsuccessorsjwho were divinely commissioned 
to promulgate and teach the law of Christ to all 
nations; and on the uniform and universal tes- 
timony, belief, and practice of all Christian 
Churches from the beginning, the certitude of 
the Catholic is grounded, that all the doctrines 
which he believes, as articles of Catholic Faith, 
and all the sacred precepts and rites, which he 
observes, as the ordinances of Christ, were really 
revealed and instituted by Almighty God ; and 
are the same, as were originally delivered by 
c2 
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Christ to his apostles^and by them promulgated 
overall nations. - 

The Catholic is fully satisfied^ that thi$i meihod 
which he follows^ for ascertaining zoAdtf are tfaie^ 
i!ev6aled doctrines of divine faith^ is the mg^ht 
|:iile^ and that it leads him to the unity ^trutl& 

Is he not at liberty. to follow a rule which 
givesfsttch siitisfection and security to his mitid ? 

Is it fiiirfor others who^ by following a di& 
ferent rule^ are led into a countless variety of 
contradictory doctrines on matters of Ghristisiii 
belief, to disturb the tranquillity of thaCathDlic 
on this bead^ or to condemn him^ for ius siiby 
mission to the authority of a roinistryri whidi 
he is convinced was established by Chiiist for 
the purpose of bringing all nations to the cer^ 
tain knowledge of his law^ and to the unity of 
faith ? Is not this rule perfectly natural- and 
rrasonable ? Can any human legislator 'Conf 
demn the principle and rule of the Catholic ki 
this regard ? . :>> 



SECTION III. 



On the Holy Scriptures.^ . *- * 1 

In England the Catholic church is held ocit 
as an enemy to the reading and circulating^ ^^ 
the Holy Scriptures. ^ ■ ' 

Whereas the Catholic church V^erate&the 



Holy Scriptures as the written part of the 
word of God ; she has in all ages been the faith- 
ful guardian of this sacred deposit ; she has ever 
laboured to preserve the iategrity of these in- 
spired writings, and the true sense, in which 
they have been universally understood, at all 
times from the Apostolic age. 

The Catholic Church has never forbidden or 
discouraged the reading or the circulation of 
authentic copies of the sacred Scriptures, in 
the original languages. She bUids her Clergy 
to the daily recital of a canonical office, which 
comprizes a large portion of the sacred vo- 
lume, and to read and expound to the faithful^ 
in the vernacular tougue, on Sundays, the 
epistle or gospel of the day, or some other por- 
tion of the divine law. 

As to translations of the Holy Scriptures into 
modern languages, the Catholic Church re- 
quires that none should be put into the hands 
of the faithful But such as are acknowledged by 
ecclesiastical authority to be accurate, and con- 
formable to the sense of the originals. There 
never was a general law of the Catholic Church 
prohibiting the reading of authorized transla- 
tions of the Scriptures ; but, consideriug that 
many, by their ignorance and evil dispositions, 
have perverted the meaning of the sacred text 
to th^r own destruction, the Catholic Church 
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has thought it prudent to jnake a regulalik>iij 
that the faithful shouldl beguid^ ia this matter 
by thajfldvice of their r^peotive Pi^tora. 
(uWh^kberithe Holy Scripturesi^ which ought 
never to; be takea in hand but with respect^ 
iAipuldibe.inade a dass-book for children^ is a 
inatter pf religious and prudential considera-r 
iloojsiiioa which the Paators of the Gath^c 
Ghiirch have a right to decide with regard to 
their owaflocka; and we hold that in this 
matter none have a right to dictate to^ them^ , , 
>. The Catholics in England^ of mature yeacs^ 
faave. permission to read authentic aud. ap- 
proved translations of the Holy ScriptiiU?eSi 
with ^Lplanatory notes ; and are exhorted to 
road them iu the spirit of piety^ humility^ and 
obedience. ; ..> 

: Pope Pius VIL,in a Rescript dated April. 18, 
182Q, and address^ to the Vicars Apostolic in 
Englandiiearneatly exhorts them to confiim the 
people committed to their spiritual care, in faith 
and good, works ; and for that end, to encouo^e 
4hem to read books of pious in^ruction^ and 
particularly the Holy Scriptures, in transl^^tiqns 
approved by ecclesiastical authority ; : bectkujsei 
to those who are well. d;isposed> nothing can hi^ 
mom usefiil, more iCOQSoUng, or more aniiaatr 
iBg: than the reading of the sacred: Scrtptarei} 
Anderstocid ia their; ^rue sensorr-thej^ ser^e to 
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confirm the faith, to support the hope, and to 
inflame the charity of the true Christian. 

But when the reading and the circulation of 
the Scriptures are urged and recommended as the 
entire rule of faith, as the sole means by which 
men are to be brought to the certain and spe- 
cific knowledge of the doctrines, precepts, and 
institutions of Christ ; and when the Scriptures 
so read and circulated are left to the interpre- 
tation and private judgment of each individual ; 
then sucli reading, circulation, and interpreta- 
tion, are forbidden by the Catholic Church, 
because the Catholic Church knows, that the 
circulation of the Scriptures, and the inter- 
pretation of them by each one's private judg- 
ment, was not the means ordained by Christ 
for the communication of the true know- 
ledge of his law to all nations — she knows 
that Christianity was established in many coun- 
tries before one book of the New Testament 
was written — that it was not by means of the 
Scriptures, that theApostlesand their successors 
converted nations, or any one nation to the 
unity of the Christian faith — that the unautho- 
rized reading and circulation of the Scriptures, 
and the interpretation of them by private judg- 
ment,arecalculatedtolead men to contradictory 
doctrines on the primary articles of Christian 
belief; to inconsistent forms of worship, which 
cannot all be constituent parts of the uniform 
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and sublime system of Cluistianity ; to errors 
and fanaticism in religion/ and to seditions and 
the greatest disorders in states and kingdoms. 



SECTION IV. 

"I . . 

On the Charge of Idolatry and Superstition. 

Ignorance or malice have gone so far as to 
charge the Catholic Church with idolatry, in 
the sacrifice of the MasS'^in the adoration (as it 
is called ) of the Virgin Mary, and in the worship 
of the Saints J and of the images of Christ and of 
the Saints ; and with superstition, in invoking 
the Saints, and in praying for soiUs in purgch 
tory: Now idolatry consists In giving to;any 
creature that supreme adoration, honour; or 
worship, which is due only to Almighty Grod. ^ 

The Catholic Church teaches that idolatry is 
one of the greatest crimes* that can be com* 
mitted against the majesty of God ; and every 
true member of this church shudders at the idiea 
of such a crime^ and feels gdevously injured by 
so horrid an imputation. .it 

But it is said that Catholics adore the ele- 
ments of bread and wine in the Mass ; that they 
adore the Virgin Mary; that they adore the 
cross ; and that they worship the saints and the 
images of Christ and of the Saints. Before we 
repel these horrid imputations^ in the sense in 
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denial^ may be understood in the same explained 
sense. 

We find tha^ jn ih^ }^ng^^glp^oi the sacred 
Scripture, in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin* as 
weilifs^irt^^tHe language of the ancient mufrgies 
of rihe^;ChriStiaD chjtwch/ these words^addra- 
^ouikonoiir^ and wor^ipi areadnbiguonsterixi^ 
and ane>U8eflifi difiecentseDS^, according to the 
q^hirei of Ibe object ..fo which* the act^-^lnipUed 
tiy 1ilhe term, is directed, and according to the in- 
$mitkm-of.'him>/whaperlocms the act. Hence 
•w^tfindsthem iised ^sgrelating^ sometimes to 
^ibdpiiQfL soopetinies^tQ^re^tui^es^ Although, in 
fno^fira times^ liie .^xcliistvfi^ idea of that su^ 
prefaaje > hodiagev^ ^bieh is diie only- to God> is 
aitt^hed by.aonaia to the w^daiiad09!utian and 
wxtJfhip ' j yet these words may ^ilL be \ retained 
Ipyr ethe», jb la different meaning, without 
aftMrditigithe.itei»<^^: cause for .the imputation 
9^) id0btoy;.:/f in tiii^idifferent meaning. they are 
still retained, in the unchanged language of the 
moient litui^es.used in the Catholic Church. 

* See in Hebrew (Prov. iii, 9, and Exod. xx. 12), (Deut. 
xxviii/iv and 48)^ \Ps. xcvi. d, and 1, alias 3d Kings i. 25)l 
fiV'fekyf, ijtfri. xxfr. 26^ and Gen.xlix. 8. In Latin AdorareJ 
Fn/xXTiiiLStiand.Gen. xxiit;^^ and4thaliadf2 King^ii. Ji;5w ' ' 
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The words adoration and worship are 
equally referred^ isoinetimes to God^ and 
sometimes 1o creatures, as is the word ho^ 
now\ Now because we are commanded in 
scripture to honour God, and to honour th^ king; 
iind children are commanded to honour their 
parents: it does not follow that the honoisr 
due to the king, or to parents, is the same 
as that which we owe to God, To God we 
owe supreme and sovereign honour, such as k 
would be a crime to pay to any creature. To 
the king, we owe the highest civil honoun 
To parents, children owe the honour of filiai 
respect and obedience. How unjust would it 
be to say, that because a subject honours his 
king, he pays him that supreme and sovereign 
honour which is due only to God ! The samre 
is to be said of the terms adoration and wor^ 
ship J as used in former times, and sometimes 
used at present in the language of the Catholic 
church. To adore^ even according to liiodem 
usage, often means no more tlian to express 
extreme affection or respect. To worship (in 
the translation of the Bible, publii^ed '»t Ok*- 
ford) is therein used to signify inferior as 
well as supreme worship. In the first book of 
Chronicles, xxix. 20. we read in that edition, 
that the assembly ftoi^erf dovm their heads and 
WORSHIPPED the Lord (Jehovah) and the king. 
Did they worship the king, with the same 



supreme worship which they paid to God ? 
Certainly not. When a man says to the wo- 
man he takes to wife, " with my body I thee 
worship," can this be called idolatry ? Surely 
nothing can be Tnore unfair than arguments 
drawn from ambiguous terms, construed in a 
sense di^vowed by those, against whom the 
arguments are employed. 

We answer theretbre, that if by the terms 
adoration, honour and vxrship, be understood that 
supreme adoration, honour and worsltip, which 
is due only to God; Catholics do not adore^ 
uor honour, nor worship any other, than the one, 
only, true, and living God, the Creator and So- 
vereign Lord of the universe: they do not, in 
this sense, adore, nor honour, nor worship the 
Virgin Mary, nor any of the Saints, nor the 
cross, nor images, nor any other creature what- 
soever. 

In the Mass, Catholics do offer supreme 
adoration, not to the elements of bread and 
wine, which they hold not to be present after 
the consecration ; but to Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, whom they believe to be truly, really 
and substantially present, under the appear- 
ances only of bread and wine, after the conse- 
cration, and change thereby of the elements 
into his body and blood. To adore Christ, by 
an act of supreme adoration, is no idolatry ,- 
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because he is truly God^ aad coasequaiitly a 
legitimate object of supreiae worship. 

But if Catholics, using the ancieat l^iguage 
of the Christian church, are said, 
,, Istf To worship the saints; this worship must 
bp understood to be only an inferior worships 
^qinoqr^ aojd respect, paid to them proportiopat^ 
tiQ the limited perfections and . excellencies 
which God has bestowed upon them ; but this 
worship is infinitely below that supreme worship 
which they pay to God. Catholics acknowr^. 
ledge no per£^ction or excellence in .^ny 
Saint, not even in the Blessed Virgin Macy^^ 
which they do hot profess to be the work $tid 
gift of God in them. So that in hc^iour^^ 
ing the Saints^ they celebrate the - workid 
of God^ and consequently give glory to him^ 
Whatever act of religious veneration we pay 

to the Saints, is ultimately referred to God* '* 
2nd, To ixdore the cross : this word, if applied 
to the cross itself, means no more than an infeli^ior 
and relative respect paid to the instrum^tof 
our redemption ; but if in view of the Cross it be 
applied to Christ himself, then it means^ as it 
ought to mean> an act of supreme adoration. . 
3d. To tvorship the images of ChrH/st or 
of the Saints : the word is here again ua^ 
derstood by >Catholics only of an inferiat 
and relative respect shewn to images, in consi^ 
deration of the respect due to the objects which 
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they represent, and to which the respect; shewti 
to the images is referred. In this sense respect is 
shewn to the statue or to the throne of the 
King, in consideration of the majesty of the 
pertonage to whom they relate. An insult 
offered to his statue would be considered as 
intended to be offered to the king himself. Tti 
this isensea son respects the image or picttire of 
bis parent; a parent that of his child ; a friend 
that of his friend ; not for any intrinsic virtue in 
the material substance or work of art, but be- 
Clause it relates to, and brings to his mind, the 
object of his respect and affection. 
' To condemn this relative regard for images^ 
or* pictures, w^uld be to condemn the very 
feelings of nature. To charge the Catholic with 
id^olatry, because the term worship, meaning 
ottly an inferior and relative regard, is found in 
the ancient and modern liturgies of his church, 
IS not consistent with candour or charity. 

The charge, that the Catholic church sanc- 
ttoni9 the praying to images, is a calumny, and 
carries with it an imputation of stupidity too 
gross to be noticed. Catholics sometimes pray 
BEFORB images, because they serve to collect 
their thoughts, and fix their attention in their 
mciditations and prayers ; but they are not, on 
that account^ to be supposed to be so void of 
reason and sense as to pray to the image : for 
they know that in it there is no virtue or 
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power; and that it, can n^itheir see, nor hear, 
nor help them, , 

Catholics do solicit the intercession of the 
finge^ and saints reigning with Oboist in 
l^f^ayep. j^ut in this> when done according to 
tlj^e principles and spirit of the Catholic churchy 
tj^p^<^,^ nothing of superstition^ nothing which 
i^, pot. consistent with true piety. For thd 
Catholic church teaches her children not to pra jr 
to the saints^ as to the authors or givers of 
divine grace ; but only to solicit the saints in 
heaven to pray for them^ in the same sense as 
St. Paul desired the faithful on earth to pray 
for him. 

Catholic3^ according to the &ith and pious 
practice of the Christiaji church from. the. a^ ol 
thq Apostles^ dp pray for the. release and elteitoat 
rest of departed souls^ who may be detained 
for a time in a. s^t^. of punishment on account 
of their ^ins,, bu,t in this we cannot discover evieni 
the shadow of superstition; 

By .invoking the interc^sion of the Saints int 
heaven^ and by praying for the suffering souk^ 
ill purgatory* Catholics exercise acts of that 
communion of charity^. which subsists betweeoi 
the members of th^ mystical body of Christ;^ 
the principle of which communion they, pr^^r: 
fess to believe^ when they say, " 1 believe? 
the holy Catholic churchy the communion qf 
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After this fexplaitotioti and declaration, we 
hope that our countrymen will never be so un- 
jcist or so uncharitable, as to charge Catholics 
with idolatry or superstition, nor be so illiberal 
as to attempt to give a colour to these injurious 
charges^ by fixing an exclusive meaning tb 
terms, which, in the language of Scriptiire, 
Christian antiquity, and common usage, bear 
different senses, in different circumstances. 



SECTION V. 

On the power of forgvomg Sins, and the precept 

of Confession. 

The Catholic church is charged with impiety, 
in tisurping the poioet of forgiving sins, and 
with spiritual tyranny, in impoi^ngon the people 
the yoke of tonfessum. 

The Catholic church cannot be charged with 
impiety^ for exercising powers given by Christ 
to his Apostles and to their lawful successors ; 
nor with tyranny,* in enforcing the observance 
6f tbe precept of Christ. 

CatboHiis beKeve that Christ granted to his 
Apostles, and to the Prifests of his Church, power 
to for^ve sins, by the administration of the 
sacrametit^ of baptism, and penance, to thofsewhd 
ate 'dtily ^disposed to receive this grace. They 
believe that the sacrament of penance is an 
institution of Christ, no less than the sacrament 



of baptisni* The belkf of both tresis on: the 
same foundation, 'i ■■■ ^- ;.;::.'(.->: 

•^In both thesesacrdments/isiii is forgiven ihy 
the ministry of man. Be baptized every 'miielqf 
you^ for the rermssion'ofsms^ Acts^ ii^ 38 9 who9^ 
^wts^yousHALiiFOR^iTS^ they orefoTgiven^ Johu^ 
XKV 23.«But na kctual sin can be for^ven at tbe> 
mere will of any Pope, or any prtesty or any 
person whomsoever, without a sincere sorrow 
for having offended God, and a firm resolution 
to avoid future guilt, and to atone for past ' 
transgressions. Any person who receives abso- 
lution without these necessary dispo^ions> far 
from obtaining the remission of his soae^ inouDs 
the additional guiltof hypocrisy and profa£ia.tiiOfl;: 
The .obligation of sacramental confession to^ 
a priest is not an imposition of the cburcbiiftut 
a precept of Christ Without the yoluntapy; 
confession of the penitent, the power o£forgiv4r 
ing^ or retaining sins, could not be exerobed^l^ 
with discretion and judgment, by the minis^< 
of the sacrament of penance. Tbe cpalfefiflioO" 
of sins could never have been introduo«»l^ haiiitf 
not been received from the beginning as adiwine'; 
ordinance for the remission of sin. It has :baeoi:; 
practised from the earliest ages of Chrisftiaaitjo^M 
It is attended with the most salutary, iaffeeteurr 
Besides being a means of obtaining tbe/ liemist;^ 
sion of sin ; it affords relief to Uie trouMed oon-ttt 
> science, and opportunities of reclaiming de- 
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lulled siai^fs from tniscbievious projects^ and of 
causing reparation to be made for injuries dona 
to persoofit, property^ or character. 1 1 may be 
cidieuled'by sucb as blaspheme those things 
whith they know not (2 Pet. ii^ \%), but will ba 
e«ec cherished as a merciful and salutary insti* 
(utioQ/by those who arc sincerely sorry for their 
8ins» and earnestly sue for pardon. 



SECTION VI- 

Oh Indulgences. 

The Catholic Church is charged withencou- 
raging guilt, hy giving leave' to commit sin ^ and 
granimg an anticipated pardon for sins to come 
by indulgences. 

Thd Catholic bburchrqects with abhorrence 
the imputation, that by granting an indulgence, 
she grafnts permission to commit sin, or a par* 
don for sins to come. An indulgence, in the 
sensMBtof the Catholic cbttrch> is no pardon for 
sin aiaJl; itiii only a remission of the whole; 
or of a part of the temporal punishment, which 
tbejd^ceof .God often reserres to be under^ 
gone by XhA sinner, after the guilt of the sia 
has' been remitted, * The power of granting^tbe 
remkiioa of this temporal punishment was 
given by.Christ to St. Peter and his successors^ 
and bsi^j been «fxerei«6d from the earliest agesw 
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Ati indulgeoce, so fiir frcmi exempting si aniehi 
from works of pemuice and piiefty^ is an eocou^ 
ragement to the performance of sueti \rorkir^ 
since tbey bre prescribed as conditiotis for gain- 
ing tlie benefit of an indulgence; :m ibni 
; Surely^ therefore, the dbctrlne of the CdiUcflih 
jobiirchi concerning the sacrament of peharitfe^, 
confession and indulgences, does not tend ^ 
relax christian morality, nor to encourage guilty 
nor facilitate the commission of crime, but 
rather to put an end to sin, and to promote the 
exercise of every Christian virtue amongst men. 



SECfTlONVlI. 

On the Obligation of an Oath. 

Catholics are charged with holding that they 
are not bound by^ any oathj and that the Pope 
can dispense them from all the oaths they may 
havetakm* . . ^ :; / 

.-'*'.' - ... 

We cannot sufficiently express our aisto^iuli^ 
ment at such a charge. We hold thdi tii^ 
obligation of an path is. most sacred : i6i by 
a,n oath man calls the Almighty searcher 6f 
hearts to, witness the sincerity of his oonviciM)^ 
of the truth of what he asserts ; and his^fidelttyi 
in performing the engagement he>^^triakes. 
^ence> whosoever swears falsely^ orrviokytM 
the lawful engagement he has eonfirmedbbyiiA 



oatbj not only offends against truth, or justice, 
but agaiast religion. He is<^uiUy of the enor- 
mous crime of perjury. 

No power in any Pope, or council, or in any 
individual or body of men, invested with au- 
thority in the Catholic cliurch, can make it 
lawful for a Catholic to confirm any falsehood 
by an oath ; or dispense with any oath, by 
which a Catholic has confinned bis duty of alle- 
giance to bis sovereign, or any obligation of 
duty or justice to a third person. He who takes 
an oath is bound to observe it, in the obvious 
meaning of the words, or in the known meaning 
of the person to whom it is sworn. 



SECTION VHI. 

On allegiance to our Sovereign and obedience to 
the Pope. 

Catholics are charged with dividing their al- 
legiance between their temporal sovereign and 
the Pope. 

Allegiance relates not to spiritual but to civil 
duties; to those temporal tributes and obliga- 
tions, which the subject owes to the person of 
his sovereign, and to the authority of the state. 

By the term spiritual, we here mean that, 
which in its nature tends directly/ to a superna- 
tural end, or is ordained to produce a super- 
E 2 
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MtUral effect. Thus the office of teaehhig: the 
doctriues of faitb^ the admini^ratioii ofvthe 

m 

sacraments^ the conferring aod ekercising * of 
jurisdiction purely ecclesiastical^ are spinhml 
twatters.. : •"■»' -'w . 

^ By the term temporal, we mean that "whiicbin 
*iti& natbte tends directly to the end of 'ciM 
BbcJfetjf. Thu^ the right of making laws ^ for 
the civil government of the state^ thendminik- 
tration of civil justice, the appointment of civil 
magistrates and military officers, are temp^Hil 
matters. 

The allegiance which Catholics bold to i be 
due and are bound to pay to their so wrelgn, 
and to the civil authority of the state, is perfefct 
and undivided. They do not divide theij?'4iic- 
giance between their sovereign and anfy iofcher 
power on earth, whether temporal or ecclfesiiBls- 
tical. They acknowledge in the sovereign, and 
in the constituted government of these realms, 
a supreme civil and temporal authority, which 
is entirely distinct from, and totally indepenietent 
of the spiritual and ecclesiastical authority of «he 
Pope and of the Catholic church. They dectore 
that neither the Pope nor any other prelate ^r 
ecclesiastical person of the Roman Githolic 
ohurch, has, in virtue of his spiritual ^ co^- 
siastical character, any right, directly or indi-- 
rectly, to any civil or temporal jurisdiction. 



powerj sii{^rloriityi prareiqiiience, ot aiithgrity, 
v^ithiii this fealfp ; «ior bus any right, to inter- 
? fere^ directly or indirectly, in tke civil gQveria- 
mef^it of ij^be Ueit^ * Kingdoaij or a.oy .ps^rt 
thereof; nor to oppose, in any nianiaeri !j^ 
pe^form^RCie of the, civil duties w^ich||it^Aidue 
sto his. ilVl9je3ty, hi^ h^^irs and GtUcaessQmj .fr^Qpi 
laJlipny.atiyQf his Majesty's subjects;; norftp./^a- 
forjce fthe perfornaance of aay spiritual orecdeBf- 
astical dntyf by any civil or temporal me^L^. 
TJbey hold themselves bound in conscience to 
obey the civil government of this realm, in all 
tiiiugs of a temporal aod civil nature, notwith- 
;^>aA/^ng any: dispeqsaticp ar order to the cou- 
itoiry had, or to be h^d^ from the Pope or any 
^'Oithority of the churdi of Rome. 
» Hence we declare^ thatj by rendering obe- 
^lience in spiritual matters tp the Pope, Catho- 
ilies dp not withhold any portion of their alle- 
giance to their King, and that.their allegiance is 
jjentire/and undivided; the cm7 power of the 
J stalfiifaqd ihe^iritual authority of the Catholic 
cfai^vcb, -being : absolutely distinct, and being 
nw^r^ intended by their Divine Author to intcwr- 
ciiG^;<lHr 'dash with each other, 
ujff Render unto Cesar the things that are Ce- 
Jtt&'^, jand to God the things that are God's/' . 
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f Ae claim of British^ Catholics to the, PTop^Q/i 
of the Church estqhlishmmt in England. ^ ,^f 
"^ British Cath,o)ics are charged with en^err 
faibiti^ a preieifded right to the property o/\the 
^idhUshed church in England. |^f 

We Qon^der such a charge to be^toti^Iy 
wittiout foiindatiou. We declare th^t iiye eater-r 
ifX\x no prpt^nsjpn to such a claiiiK VfQ reg^4 
all the revenues, and temporaUtiesoftl^echur^ 
^tablishment^ as the prppertyof thosie oni^hpiii 
they are settled by the laws of the land. We di^?^ 
claim any right, title, or pretension, with t^^ir^ 
to the same. 
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SECTION X. 

. ... ■ . ^ . ,\ -.si-/ 

On the doctfhfik of Exclusive Salva^tton. \' \ 

Catholics are (^h9^rged \vith uncfixintable^esfj^ 
in holding tJiejaoctnne of exclusive ^salvaiiov^i/ 
^'Catholics" are taught by t^ieir chpr^htt^Jl^j^ 
all men, without e^xcepUoa; to' wish 4hat ^U may 
be saved ; and to pray that all may be s^V^^ 
and may come to the knowledge of thetrutb^. 
by' which they may be saved. . , , 

If the Almighty himself has assigned c?r^in 
conditions^ without the observance of ,whipl^ 
nian cannot be saved, it would i^eem to ,be aOt 
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act of impiety to attempt to annul those divine- 
ly-established conditions: and an act of great 
uncharitableness towards a fellow-man, to tell 
hira, that be may be savedj without complying 
with the condition's prescribed by the Almighty. 

The doctrinal principle of exclusive salvation 
belongs to the law of Christ. 

Has not Christ, who commands the belief of 
his revealed doctrines, pronounced, that he that 
hdievetknot, shallhe condemned? (Mark xvi, 16.) 
Has not Christ, who instituted baptism for the 
remission of sins, declared that except a man he 
horn again of water and of the Holy Ghost, he 
CANNOT cnteT into the Kingdom of God ? (Johp 
iii. 5.) Has not St. Paul enumerated a list of 
crimeSj such as adultery, idolatry, hatred, sedi- 
tions, heresies, murders, drunkenness, &c. of 
which he declares that they, who do such things 
shall not ohtaintheKingdornofGod? (Galat. v,21 .) 
Are not these exclusive conditions ? 

Whoever professes the law of Christ must 
profess the principle and doctrine of exclusive 
salvation. It is not the Catholic, it is God him-, 
self who will exclude from Heaven those who 
are not duly qualified for it by faith and good! 
works. 

But the Catholic, whilst he is bound to admit, 
and with firm faith to believe, this doctrinal 
principle, is bound also by the divine command- 
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inelit not to judge. He k not allowed therefoi*e 
to pronounce sentence of condemnation onindi- 
.viduals^ who may live and die out of the external 
communion of the C&tholic church ; nor to pro- 
nounce sentence of condemnation against those 
who may die in an apparent state of sin. All 
those he leaves to the righteous judgment of the 
great searcher of hearts^ who at the last day 
will render to every man according to his works. 
But surely charity, as well as truth, must for- 
bid one Christian to deceive another, in a matter 
of such infinite importance as the eternal salva- 
tion of his soul. He who should persuade his 
neighbour, that no condition for salvation is 
required on the part of ^aan, would deceive him. 
He who admits that any one such condition iV 
required by the Almighty, ^dmit^ the principle 
of exclusive salvation. 



SECTION XI. 

On keeping Faith with fj^retics. 

Catholics are charged with holding the 
principle that they are not hound to keep faith 
with heretics* » 

As Catholics, we hold and we declare, that 
all Catholics are bound by the law of nature, 
and by the law of revealed religion, to observe 
tbt duties of fidelity and justice to all men>; 




without any exception oi' persons, and without 
any distinction of nation or religion. 

British Catholics have solemnly sworn, that 
" they reject and detest that unchristian and 
impious principle, that faith is not to be kept 
with heretics or infidels." 

After this, the imputation of their holdings 
this principle, cannot but be felt by them as 
grievously injurious to their religious and moral 
character. 



CONCLUSION. 

Having, in the foregoing declaration, en- 
deavoured to stale, in the simplicity of truth, 
such doctrines of our church as are most fre- 
quently misrepresented or misunderstood in 
this country, and to explain the meaning in 
which Catholics understand the terms by whicli 
these doctrines are expressed in the language 
of their church ; we confidently trust, that this 
declaration and explanation will be received by 
all our fellow -subjects, in a spirit of candour 
and charity ; and that those who have been 
hitherto ignorant of, or but imperfectly ac- 
quainted with our doctrines of faith, will do us 
the justice to acknowledge, that, as Catholics, 
we hold no religious principles, and entertaui 
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uo opinions flowing from those principles^ which 
are not perfectly consistent with our duties as 
Christians^ and as British subjects. 

This declaration we^ the undersigned, ap- 
pvove> and publish, as an exposition of our 
principles and doctrines^ on the subjects to 
which it refers. 

4« William, Bishop of Haliai Vic. Apost. in the London 

Distrtctm 
+ Peter Bernardin, Bishop of Thespia, Fie. Aposi. 

in the Western District. 
■{« Thomas, Bishop ofBoUna^ Vic. Apost. in the Northern 

District. 
4* Thomas, Bishop of Camhysopdis, Vic. Apost. in the 

Midland District. 
J^t Alexander, Bishop of Maximianopolis, Vic. Apost, 

in the Lowland District in ScotlaTid. » 

4" RoNALx>, Bishop of Aert^ndelat Vic Apost. in the 

Highland District in Scotland* 
•I- Peter Augustine, Bishop of Siga, Coadjutor in the 

Western District. 
+ James, Bishop of Vsula, Coadjutor in the London 

District. 
■I- Thomas, Bishop of Europum, Coadjutor in the 

Northern District. 
+ Alexander, Bishop of Cybistra^ Coadjutor in the Low- 
land District in Scotland. 
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